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foes nearest at hand, contrived to separate the O'Donnells
from the Scots, and men compTef ely "cfeleated * Sussex^ ap-
parently an incapable man in the field. The infuriated Lord
Lieutenant had recourse to the deceptions and crimes, which
have left a deep stain on English. policy in its dealings with
Shane; he did not hesitate to plot his enemy's murder. Shane,
however, who seems to have thought the Queen his friend,
virtually offered to make her arbiter of his cause; he repaired
(1562), in Celtic state, to the Court of Elizabeth, as an Eastern
Prince does to that of Victoria. His Irish accent, his strange
attire, the aspect of his rude noblesse and kerne, provoked mer-
riment and contempt at first; but the chief was more than a
match for the scoffers. Elizabeth, and even Cecil, thought the
occasion a fitting one to lay a trap for Shane; he was to be
detained in England, perhaps not to depart with his life. But
Shane, with the peculiar skill of the Celt, flattered the Virgin
. Tudor to the top of her bent, and seems to have really
changed her purpose; the death of the son of the late Baron
Matthew had given a new complexion to affairs; and Shane
was permitted to return to Ireland. He had agreed to an
arrangement, which would have made him a mere vassal of the
English Government, and have combined the Irishry of the
North against him. He went back to his country with a
fixed resolve to disregard a compact imposed by force.
When his foot was once more on his native heath, the chief
boldly threw off the mask. He had kept his eyes and ears
open at the Court of the Queen; he had learned that Mary
Stuart was already at the head of a conspiracy to win the throne
of England, supported by English Catholic nobles, and by her
kinsmen of the House of Guise; he had been in correspondence
with the ambassador of Sgajn_; he knew that th& forces of Sussex
had been lately reduced. He attacked (1563) the O'Donnells
and other chiefs, his foes; swept Ulster with his kerne, from
Lough Neagh to Lough Foyle; fell on an English garrison at